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'the Labour Party scored a distinct hit yesterday, and the scorer
was Mr* Snell. His speech was the best speech on the humble
Address that the House has listened to for many a year/ while
another paper said that 'Mr. Snell . . . spoke with modest
dignity, and with that mastery of literary expression which he has
taught the House to expect from him. Rarely, if ever, has the
mover been so loudly cheered at the finish as Mr. Snell was. He
deserved the ovation, for he spoke not in the style of a political
lackey, but in a statesmanlike manner, both with vision and
authority.'
One of the first acts of the Labour Party on its assumption of
office was again to appoint a consultative committee, to act as a
liaison body between the cabinet and the members of the party.
Nominations were received by the secretary of the Parliamentary
Party, Mr, H. Scott Lindsay, who in due course issued ballot
papers with the names of those who had been nominated to all the
members of the party. When they were returned, and it was found
that the largest number of votes was attached to my name, my
colleagues unanimously elected me as their chairman, a position
that I retained until I ceased to be a member of the House.
The consultative committee was called upon to deal with matters
of great importance to the welfare of the Labour Party and to the
country, and these duties demanded from them constant attention,
rare understanding, and unfailing tact. The Labour Parlia-
mentary Party contained many new members, most of whom
possessed a fine quality of enthusiasm, which was unrestrained by
parliamentary experience. The first months of parliamentary life
are without doubt the most trying to those who come new to the
service of the House. 'In his own locality' the new member
'may have been the big noise, but here he will not count. He
perhaps expected to find himself addressing a crowded House of
spell-bound legislators, or he may have dreamed of the legislative
trophies that he would take home to his constituents. Alas! the
reality is so different from the anticipation. He finds himself to
be a mere cog in the wheel of a vast and complicated machine,
which turns him, but which he cannot turn. Depression follows
exhilaration; but if he is made of the right stuff he will work
steadily, wait patiently, learn the routine of his job, and play
the game/1
One of the first difficulties that the consultative committee had
1 Daily Life in Parliament.

